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This Paradise Valley kitchen’s minimalist design
maximizes usability and style.

by Michéle Van Haecke
Photography courtesy of Michael Falconer and Calvis Wyant Luxury Homes
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Simplicity is not the first thing that leaps to mind when
you think of most contemporary kitchens. Their cavernous
spaces, dual six-burner ranges, gads of gadgets and rows of
cabinetry stretching to infinity can be a bit alienating.

Amy and Jordan Weiner prefer breathing rcom. When the
Paradise Valley couple built their custorn home four years ago,
they eschewed the trend toward over-outfitted kitchens in favor
of clean lines and usability. “We're from New England; we're used
to houses with tiny little living rooms and tiny little dining rooms
- rooms you never go into except on major holidays,” said Amy.
“We wanted to know that we were using every square foot of
our house, not building rooms we were never going to go into.”
The design had to be very contemporary with clean lines and
open space. It was equally important that it be user friendly,
since the Weiner daughters, just five and two years old at the
time of the build, loved to help with cooking. "We wanted to
make sure they could get right in and get involved,” Amy said.
"“We wanted a very easy kind of living area, where we could
entertain and have the kids around.”

Scottsdale-based Calvis Wyant Luxury Homes, an experienced
custom homebuilder with a Paradise Valley focus, constructed the
4,989-square-foot home. They worked with Scottsdale architect
Ron Brissette on the design, which was influenced by renowned
architect Richard Neutra’s minimalist style using flat surfaces,
steel, concrete and glass. The contemporary style was a first
for the homebuilder, said Scott Edwards, vice president of
operations for Calvis Wyant. “This was new and refreshing. We
got to utilize materials we don't use on an everyday basis,” he
said, adding that the company is best known for Old World
architecture. “The floor-to-ceiling glass [and] the [steel and
concrete] structural elements imperative to the design are not
something that we run into day in and day out” The project
turned out to be more than just refreshing: it earned the
homebuilder and the architect a Merit Award in Custom Home
magazine's 2006 Custom Home Design Awards.

The kitchen is the hub of this sleek-lined award winner.
Facing floor-to-ceiling windows in the dining area, the space is
laid out to maximize flow through the adjacent great room and
toward views of Mummy Mountain. An extra long bar topped in
granite divides the space and provides the room’'s dominant
horizontal line. Custom cabinetry and slim pendant lights
provide vertical balance. The monochromatic color scheme is a
balance of warm and coecl neutrals. Distracting decorating
elements such as elaborate finishes and knickknacks were
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minimized, and a wine cellar and menu desk were
tucked out of sight. “It's simple, but that's the whole
point in minimalist design,” said Edwards. “You don't
allow one particular area to dominate the attention.”

Stainless steel appliances meet the design's
contemporary goals in a scale that doesn't scream,
“Look at me!” The 36-inch Sub-Zero refrigerator/freezer
is sedate by today's standards, and the Asko
dishwasher hides out of view under the bar. Dacor
cooking units, including a standard convection oven,
microwave and warming drawer, are built-in. Don't
bother loocking for huge gas burners here: the Weiners
chose a cooktop that's - gasp! - electric. It was chosen
more for safety than looks, but its smooth, flat surface
matches well with the design.

In a kitchen with lines this clean, dirty dishes and
other clutter can be unusually distracting. Special spots
beneath the bar hide trash and rollout carts. A stainless
steel Franke sink handles dirty dishes; another in the
island stays clean for vegetables and cooking. “It's very
efficient,"” Amy said. "It just flows for me."

Flow and functionality came together in the
cabinetry and countertops as well. "It's all about the
materials,” said Amy. Custom granite slabs in Verde
Ubatuba top the counters, bar and island. In yet
another departure from trends, the homeowners chose
the style for its lack of character. "We didn't want it to
have all that pattern,” Amy said. "We wanted it to have
a very simple look.” Though, visible pattern did play a
role in the custom cabinetry. Quartered walnut was
chosen for its clearly defined linear grain and ruddy-
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caramel tone, which complements the granite and
softens block-wall masonry.

All that flow can be challenging to a homebuilder.
Cabinet doors and drawers had to be precisely located
so the very visible lines would integrate smoothly. The
backsplash had to match the granite slab to present
the illusion that the countertop floated up to the
cabinets and simply disappeared. It required serious
dedication to the craft, but it was worth it, according
to Edwards.

Select Canadian maple flooring was used to provide
continuity throughout the house. Its light tone is
unobtrusive and contemporary, but it is also vulnerable
to wear and tear fromm a household that includes
two young children and two dogs. “We chose it with
hesitation, but really it was the way to go,” Amy said. "It's
a continuation of the look of the rest of the house”

Primary kitchen lighting is provided by simple
recessed lamps, but for the bar and dining room, the
Weiners wanted something more. "A lot of modern and
contemporary lighting can sometimes get fussy,” Amy
said. "We wanted something simple and beautiful.” It
took nearly a year to find the narrow, opaque white
cylinders that dangle from thin cables over the bar and
dining room table. As with everything in the kitchen,
simplicity dictated the design.

The Weiners' kitchen and home may have space,
function and award-winning good looks, but they love
it for what it isn't. “I've been in homes where the kitchen
is tremendous,; the island’s huge, the appliances are
huge,” Amy said. “Mine is simple. It's enough for me." [
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