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A Step Above
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Something is up downtown. Along with skyscraping condos, the
. ban lifestyle is on the rise. Weary commuters, youthful empty nesters

e ? ur
Walk I?’Z Phoemx. and veteran city dwellers are looking to the city’s revitalized center for

DOW?’ZtOW?’Z’S new POTthlﬂd the latest trengls in sophisticated Iilving.. o
Located in the Roosevelt Historic District on Portland Street

Place lets the City’s Cutting— between Central and Third avenues, headline-grabbing condo complex
. Portland Place is a stylish retreat in the heart of the city’s business,

edge urbanites step out (OT sporting and cultural districts. Sleek mid-rises and single-level brown-
. . . stones will line its walks and grassy boulevards when it's completed in

Stdy 17’2) m hlgh Style' spring 2007. Parks, restaurants and a growing number of businesses

surround the property, with more promised via the city’s multi-million-
dollar revitalization effort.

The community is styled after its environment - part yesterday,
part tomorrow. Designed by prominent Phoenix architecture firm DFD
CornoyerHedrick, the project includes 6-, 10- and 12-story towers, plus
16 street-side brownstone-style flats. The clean, contemporary design
incorporates innovative environmentally sensitive features, state-of-
the-art technology and historic-district character. Direct access to a
variety of activities appeals to people with interests as eclectic as the
urban scene, and one thing they share is a desire to be part of
downtown’s residential re-emergence.

“It’s our location,” said Jim Corsaro, sales executive for Crescent
Communities, the North Carolina-based company handling the
project’s development and financing. “We're right in the heart of the
city,” he added, referring to the neighborhood’s restaurants, art
galleries, festivals, theaters and a grocery store recently given a
gourmet upgrade. The Arizona State University expansion, the
Translational Genomics Research Institute and the light rail system have
also pumped blood into the downtown area.

However, the city’s renewal is only part of the appeal according to
Corsaro. "Some of our clients already live here and have been here for a
number of years, so it's not like it’s new to them,” he said. Others are
returning to an urban lifestyle or seeking a change. “They find our project
very soothing, but also more urban,” Corsaro noted. “Now, they just want
to have a good time.”

The good times start around the corner, literally. Catch a performance
at the Herberger. Applaud the restoration of the Orpheum. Call “Bravo!” at
Symphony Hall. Rock on at the Dodge. Phoenix’s downtown is also home
to four major sports teams and post-game fun. First Friday Art Walks
include many of the 90-plus galleries in the area, while Copper Square
and other venues host art, music and other festivals.

The urban lifestyle can’t be all play. After all, business is what makes
any city tick. Portland Place offers the option of walking to that big
meeting or convention at the newly remodeled Phoenix Civic Plaza. if
business or pleasure demands a trek to the burbs, a light rail station is at
the corner.

Don’t think moving into the concrete jungle means sacrificing the
great outdoors. “The Roosevelt District is all about community,” Corsaro
said, noting the incredible beauty within. The district is a residential
pocket laden with architecturally diverse homes, lawns and tree-lined
promenades. Portland Place is bordered on one side by the 30-acre
Margaret T. Hance Park, which includes playgrounds, volleyball courts,
ramadas and tree-studded lawns. It’s also home to the Burton Barr
Library and the Japanese Friendship Garden, Ro Ho En.

One of the city’s hidden gems, the 3.5-acre strolling Japanese
garden, is a sister-city collaboration between Phoenix and Himeji,
Japan. It includes hand-selected native stone, more than 50 plant
varieties, a koi pond and even a teahouse. “It’s quite a transformation,
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like walking out of the city into a whole other world,”
Corsaro said. "It’s all about Zen meditation and tranquility.”

So, how do they top that? Rooftop parks nourished by
captured rainwater will cap two towers. Residents can
sunbathe, swim and invite friends to displays of nighttime
city lights, as an area outfitted with barbecues and
refrigerators makes entertaining easy. A ground-level pool
and fitness center will be added in phase two.

The indoors at Portland Place are as exceptional as
the out. Balconies, skyline views and clean lines
characterize the dwellings. The towers will include 254
condos and the brownstones will encompass 16. One-,
two- and three-bedroom floor plans range from 919 to
3,200 square feet, with views of Piestewa Peak and
Camelback Mountain to the north and of South Mountain
and the cityscape to the south. Designed to invite natural
light through expansive floor-to-ceiling windows, layouts
maximize views while maintaining functionality. Surfaces
utilize warm-toned hardwoods, glass and metal. Deep
balconies and patios extend living space into thin air; the
entire project sits about four feet above street level,
ensuring that even residents on the ground floor live
above it all.

Standard features include hardwood cabinetry, terrazzo
flooring, granite countertops and Kohler fixtures. From

44 Feon s e

there, the possibilities are endless. “The whole concept
behind this [project] was to let people have what they want,”
Corsaro said. “Some do the minimum if they're on a budget,
others are way over $200,000 in options.” Upgrades include
mammoth sliding frosted glass doors to separate the living
room from the second bedroom. The entertainment island
can be upgraded with granite sides and a clear glass
countertop perched on steel mini-girders. Glass doors,
mosaic tile and two-sided fireplaces are other options.

Portland Place’s technology package caters to in-
the-know IT junkies. Way beyond the typical, it allows
homeowners to control audio/visual equipment, heating
and cooling, and lighting from a wall-mounted pad. A
remote option lowers the air temperature, dims lights and
operates the stereo from a laptop. It even includes a built-
in iPod dock. “The only thing we haven't figured out is how
to get it to pour a glass of wine,” Corsaro said.

Phase one units are under construction with move-in
expected next spring. Prices range from $318,000 to
$670,000 for standard units. Two-story corner penthouses
are priced from $1.2 million. £%

Portland Place Sales Office
1001 N. Third Avenue, Suite 4, Phoenix
602.253.3100, www.portlandplacecondos.com
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