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Stevie Martinez, left,
takes an order from
customer John
Panhuise at vegan
restaurant Green in
Tempe, the brainchild
of Chef Damon Brasch.
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Green Pioneers: Vegan restaurant is fully green, from menu to
take-out utensils
Phoenix Business Journal - by Michele Van Haecke

Calling Chef Damon Brasch “environmentally friendly” is an understatement for the vegan restaurant owner.

Green, the Tempe restaurant Brasch launched in 2006, is a colorful, cozy bistro that has drawn acclaim from
vegetarians and meat-eaters alike.

Brasch previously designed Phoenix-based That’s a Wrap as a healthy salad and sandwich shop as its manager, then
purchased the restaurant in 2003.

Green is his dream project, combining the business he loves with his powerful personal convictions, he said.

“If you really want to be green, go vegetarian,” said Brasch, who’s been meatless since 1992 in spite of running the
kitchens of nonveggie restaurants such as Mickey’s Hangover, Six Lounge & Restaurant and Tom’s BBQ.

Through Green, he aims to show diners that meatless meals aren’t just good for the planet.

“You might be surprised,” he said. “This plant-based food can be very tasty.”

Drawing from several ethnic influences, Brasch’s menu includes vegan versions of buffalo wings, barbecued ribs, burgers and soy-based
ice cream.

His vision extends beyond the menu. Petroleum-based and other nonsustainable supplies are out. Brasch buys cups made from corn, and
disposable cutlery made from managed-forest wood and milled by well-treated workers.

Mike Reed, founder and president of Phoenix-based Reed Paper Co., supplies Brasch with hard-to-find disposables.

“Green was one of just three or four good customers that came to me and said, ‘We want to go green as much as we can,’” he said.

DAMON BRASCH

Work: Green
Title: Chef and owner
Industry: Restaurant
Web: www.greenvegetarian.com
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