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Green Pioneers: Green chemicals form Laura Roberts' foundation in
environmental work

Phoenix Business Journal - by Michele Van Haecke

When Laura Roberts went looking for funds in 1997 to solidify Pantheon Chemical, a Phoenix-based
manufacturer of consumer-safe, environmentally sensitive cleaning and metal-treatment products, not many people
were looking at the sustainable market.

“The biggest struggle we had was being a company that promoted green,” said Roberts, the company’s president and
CEO. “It had a lot of stigma attached.”

Pantheon was founded as Fortune Chemical by Roberts’ father, Robert Galanis. A self-taught chemist who whipped
up nontoxic concoctions in his garage, he sold his products on a small scale.

When Galanis died in 1997, Roberts — along with her husband and her brother — teamed with his partner, Leo
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Rosales, to re-envision the business on a bigger scale, renaming it Pantheon Chemical. Phoenix Business Journal
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Roberts — a schoolteacher and avid environmentalist — set out to raise money. Investor after investor scoffed and
turned her down. The European market was trending toward green, but most domestic investors and buyers perceived products with
environmental benefits as costly and ineffective.

“l set my mind to it, believed in it and kept fighting,” she said.

Sticking with its mission of green chemistry and global change, Pantheon concentrated on product performance as clients saw green
benefits as secondary features. Today, such Earth-friendly chemistry doesn’t seem so strange.

The company enjoys double-digit annual growth in gross profits, with clients including the U.S. Air Force and Army, Honeywell
International Inc., The Boeing Co. and major airlines.

“Aviation is a very personal kind of business,” said Charlie Elkins, a senior managing director of Aviall, a Dallas-based Boeing subsidiary
that distributes aviation products. “One of Laura’s greatest strengths is getting people from different business walks to invest their passion
in what she’s passionate about.”

That is rewarding, but there’s more to do, Roberts said.

“It's all about policy being formed and, honestly, about policy being formed by people who don’t know anything about it,” she said. “We
need to define what is green, period.”
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