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Philip Beere believes the best way to have a big impact on sustainability
is to start small.

It’s a scale that's worked for him. His resume is a record of tightly
focused entrepreneurial ventures that grew out of personal lifestyle
choices.

First, there was a health food restaurant in Portland, Ore.; then, an eco-
friendly cleaning company in Phoenix. Now Beere is leading Green Street
Development, a Phoenix company that revamps homes with an eye
toward the U.5. Green Building Council’s coveted Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design certification for remodels.

Although his concept has green building's characteristic novelty, its
roots go back to Beere’s childhood.

“It started with eating organic foods and exercising,” said Beere, who
grew up in Napa Valley, Calif., enjoying home-cooked meals and pure
water and nurturing a strong environmental consciousness. “It’s kind of
an evolution of living healthy.”

After earning a bachelor’'s degree in communications at the University of
California at Santa Barbara, Beere moved to eco-centric Portland, where
he opened a niche restaurant combining the common-sense approach of
dinner at mom's with a thriving demand for natural foods. In 2000, he
moved to Arizona and opened Eco-Fresh, an environmentally friendly
cleaning service.

In 2007, he indulged a lifelong interest in real estate by launching Green
Street. With a handful of open-minded assistants, he started demolition
on his green-remodel prototype while the ink was still wet on his
Arizona State University master's degree in real estate development.

The 1960 home now features foam insulation, solar tube skylights and
high-quality finishes in bamboo and concrete. In January 2008, it
became the first LEED-certified remodel in Arizona.

“A lot of general contractors and subs | was speaking with in April 2007
would label me a tree hugger and didn’t have a belief in green building,”
he said. “My feeling was that a lot of the old-time developers and
builders were thinking maybe green was a fad. Now, they're realizing it's
a movement.”

Omnce-skeptical contractors who turned down Beere's projects have since
signed on for consideration. Those who were part of the prototype are
enjoying well-earned kudos, Beere said.

He said he feels rewarded by the shift in thinking.

“Any time my business or my personal living practices can inspire or
motivate others to emulate them, [ feel like my mission has been
accomplished,” he said.

Philip Beere

Work: Green Street Development
Title: Owmer

Industry: Building and development
Web: www.greenstreetdev.com
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