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Developer states case to build eco-resort in Sedona

By Michéle Van Haecke
SPECIAL FOR THE REPUBLIC

SEDONA — Who says tree-
huggers and five stars don’t
mix?

ILX Resorts Inc., a Phoenix-
based developer and operator
of upscale vacation properties,
wants to build a luxury eco-re-
sort on former U.S. Forest
Service land adjacent toits Los
Abrigados Resort & Spa in Se-
dona.

Villages at Legacy Park, lo-
cated in what locals call “the
heart of Sedona,” would in-
clude what you’d expect from a
top-notch resort: hotel, time-
shares, scenery.

The time-shares would be
constructed = according to
green-building standards. The
hotel’s earth-sheltered cot-
tages would be topped with na-
tive-plant gardens. The de-
velopment also would include
an environmental-sustainabil-
ity think tank.

And, Sedona residents
would have public access to
Oak Creek. '

Not everyone, however, is

sold on the idea. The project,

which still must be approved

by the Sedona City Council,

faced community opposition at

a recent city meeting.

The community has a high
stake in the site, which in-
cludes pristine knolls, trails
and its oldest buildings. The
city was among those bidding
for the auctioned land, which
ILX purchased last October

‘through an investment part-

nership with Chandler-based
James. Bruno Enterprises.

“From the very beginning,
we felt that no matter what
happens to the place, there
should be some kind of public
space,” said Janeen Trevillyan,
one of several residents who
formed the Heart of Sedona
Taskforce in late 2004 to set
community priorities for the
site’s development.

“We put out the word that

- there’s great community inter-

estin the property and, no mat-
ter who in the end. got it, it
would be carefully watched.”
By practicing sensitivity to
the environment and commu-
nity, Joe Martori Sr., chairman

“They’re coming into
town with a whole bunch
of gifts. Theyve got gifts

for the school district.
They’ve got gifts for the

clty »

Tom Purcel

President, Rolling Hills Estates
Improvement Association

and chiefvexecutive officer for
ILX and the'development’s vi-

. sionary, said the development

makes ILX a good neigh-
bor.The 22-acre project, the
company’s largest, calls for 90
time-shares in three villages,
each with its own architectural
theme to minimize the look of
one giant development.

The hotel would include 12
green-roofed cottages built
into a hillside to preserve
views. Guests would get
around by foot or electric
carts.

Most cars would be left in a
subterranean garage topped
by The Sedona Project, a non-
profit environmental-sustain-

ability think tank organized by
Martori.

ILX’s proposal mcludes 11
acres of preserves, trails and
parks, and new offices for
neighboring  Oak Creek-Se-
dona Unified School District.

The developer would donate
land, improvements and main-
tenance for Legacy Park, a 1-
acre site designed around his-
toric buildings that would in-
clude a garden and a plaza
commemorating Congres-
sional Medal recipients.

ILX also would offer the

city, which has no public creek

access, a creekside park in Los
Abrigados via a public use
easement to run in perpetuity.

“They’ve put a lot of thought
and care into it,” Sedona May-
or Pud Colquittsaid. The edu-
cational, community and ar-
chitectural components are
progressive,” she said, but
there’s more to consider.

“I have vision but I'm also a
realist,” Colquitt said. “When it
starts impacting infrastruc-
ture ... we have to take a hard

“look at (it).”

As part of its effort to gain

community ‘support, ILX has
been lauding 'its merits -in
newspaper ads and has held
five public meetings since sub-
mitting a letter of intent to
amend the plan June 2.

A first step toward rezoning,
the proposed amendment has
some Sedonans saying ILX is
no hero. :

“They’re coming into town
with a whole bunch of gifts,”
said Tom Purcel, president of
Rolling Hills Estates Improve-
ment Association, a neighbor-
ing community homeowners -
group. “They’ve got gifts for
the school district. They’ve got
gifts for the city. What they’re
really doing is trying to fast-
track this to get it through.”

At a lengthy Sept. 19 stand-
ing-room-only meeting, the Se-
dona Planning and - Zoning
Commission voted 4-2 to rec-
ommend approval of the plan
amendment proposal. The vote
came despite jeers and out-
bursts from the crowd.

ILX will have to wait until
November or early December
to go before the City Council.




